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So  you’re  a  good  trade  unionist? 

Well ,  I  hope  so.  Common  sense,  isn’t  it? 

And,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  guess,  I  should  say  you’ve  voted  Labour  pretty 
consistently  at  the  elections? 

Oh,  yes. 

So  we  can  take  it  for  granted,  can  we,  that  you’re  a  good  Co-operator  as  well? 
Oh...um...er...  We  buy  quite  a  few  things  at  the  Co-op,  now  and 
again.  Of  course  the  dividend’s  a  good  thing ,  no  denying  that.  But 
the  local  Co-op’s  a  tidy  step  from  here ;  and  there  are  some  shops 
just  handy  over  the  road.  I  feel  like  this  about  it;  the  Co-op’s 
started  off  well,  back  in  the  Rochdale  Pioneers’  day;  but,  after  all, 
they’re  just  another  massive  business  concern  now,  with  the  same 
need  as  all  the  rest  to  show  a  good  trading  account  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

I  couldn’t  disagree  more.  What  did  the  Rochdale  Pioneers  do?  They  took 
the  profit  out  of  the  business  of  supplying  ordinary  people  with  the  essential 
needs  of  life.  There  was  no  point  in  over- charging,  because  the  trading 
profits  went  back  eventually  to  the  customers.  Think  what  a  revolutionary 
challenge  to  all  the  ideas  of  capitalism  that  represented — the  greatest  challenge 
working  folk  have  ever  made. 

Yes,  I’ve  said  it  all  started  off  well  enough,  but  .  .  . 

I  know,  you’re  going  to  say  we’ve  lost  the  right  touch  because  we’ve  grown 
large.  A  curious  argument,  you  know.  Because  this  new,  idealistic, 
Co-operative  organisation  has  been  a  practical  success,  because  it  has  out¬ 
distanced  the  biggest  capitalistic  concerns,  you  jump  to  the  conclusion  that 
it  must  have  begun  to  use  the  same  sort  of  methods.  It  isn’t  true,  you  know. 

Well,  what’s  the  difference?  Who  runs  the  Co-ops? 

The  fact  is  that  YOU  ought  to  be  helping  to  run  them.  Just  because  your 
Co-op  is  a  pretty  big  concern — the  biggest  in  the  world,  in  fact — it  doesn’t 
change  the  truth  that  it  operates  with  capital  provided  by  ordinary  working 
folk.  And  because  they  provide  the  money,  they  are  entitled  to  elect  the 
44  directors  ”  and  to  decide  the  broad  lines  of  policy. 

But  do  they  do  that? 

They  do,  but  I  admit  that  more  of  them  might  join  in  the  job.  There  must 
be  a  Committee  of  Management  to  run  the  Society.  Who’s  eligible?  Any 
active  Co-operator.  Who  does  the  electing?  Ever^iiidividual  Co-operator 
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lias  a  vote.  You  can’t  fiml  a  more  demo¬ 
cratic  system  of  control  in  any  organisation 
in  Great  Britain. 

That  puts  a  different  gloss  on  the 
picture ,  I  admit.  But  does  it  work 
tvell? 

The  machinery  works  perfectly  well  ;  the 
only  trouble  is  that  not  enough  Co-opera¬ 
tors  make  use  of  it. 

What  can  be  done  about  that? 

YOU  can  do  something  right  away.  Within 
the  coming  week  there’ll  be  a  series 
of  meetings  of  members  of  the  London 
Co-operative  Society — one  in  each  of  42 
different  districts,  so  that  everyone  can 
attend  without  much  trouble.  You,  and 
every  other  registered  member  of  the 
Society,  can  take  part.  All  you  have  to  do  is  turn  up  at  one  of  the  meetings 
and  show  your  Share  Pass  Book  at  the  door.  Then  you  can  hear  about  the  affairs 
of  the  Society  during  the  quarter — about  its  educational  and  political  activ¬ 
ities,  as  well  as  about  management — and  you  can  say  what  you  have  on 
your  mind  about  the  way  things  are  being  run. 

Fair  enough.  And  I  can  vote  to  elect  the  management? 

Yes,  at  the  forthcoming  meetings,  and  at  the  majority  of  the  Society’s  shops, 
members  will  vote  to  elect  five  members  of  the  Management  Committee. 
Well ,  if  the  members  elect  the  management  and  if  the  “ profits ”  are 
distributed  back  to  the  customers  as  dividend ,  I  suppose  that 
makes  it  a  pretty  Socialist  sort  of  affair? 

It  does  indeed  ;  and  the  fact  is  recognised  by  the  close  alliance  between  the 
Co-operative  Movement,  the  Labour  Party,  and  the  T.U.C.  Eight  London 
Constituencies  are  represented  by  Co-operative  and  Labour  M.P.s  ;  in  the 
recent  County  Council  elections  over  fifty  candidates  were  sponsored  by  the 
Co-op  Party  in  association  with  local  Labour  Parties.  And,  in  the  trade 
union  field,  there’s  a  similar  evidence  of  solidarity.  For  instance  the  London 
Co-operative  Society  employs  about  20,000  people — and  every  one  of  them  is 
a  trade  unionist.  If  you  take  the  distributive  trades  as  a  whole,  only  one  in 
a  hundred  is  in  a  union.  That’s  why,  as  a  trade  unionist,  you  have  a  duty  of 
loyalty  to  the  concern  which  supports  trade  unionism. 

That’s  a  good  point. 

It’s  only  one  of  many.  Take  the  great  lock-out  in  Dublin  in  1913,  when 
100,000  workers  fought  for  the  right  to  join  unions.  The  Co-op  Movement 
sent  food  ships  to  succour  the  starving  in  the  Dublin  tenements.  Take  the 
1919  railway  strike.  The  C.W.S.  Bank  helped  the  National  Union  of 
Railwaymen  when  it  hadn’t  adequate  funds  to  support  the  strikers  ;  the  Bank 
printed  special  cheques  cashable  at  Co-op  stores  and  it  honoured  all  food 
vouchers  issued  by  local  strike  committees.  And  then,  in  1926,  there  were 
plenty  of  miners’  families  who  would  have  starved  but  for  credit  given  them 
by  the  Co-ops  .  .  . 

Good  enough.  Where  are  these  meetings  being  held? 
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Every  member  of  the  London  Co-operative  Society  can  attend  one  of  the  following  meetings. 
All  meetings  commence  at  7-30  p.m.  You  will  not  be  admitted  without  your  Share  Pass  Book. 
If  you  cannot  attend  any  of  these  area  meetings  then  you  can  vote  in  the  elections  for  the 
Management  Committee  at  certain  shops  on  Saturday,  30th  April,  1955.  Details  of  shops 
at  which  voting  takes  place  are  posted  in  your  Local  Co-op  store.  Voting  for  elections  takes 
place  only  at  the  area  meetings  and  the  shops.  It  does  not  take  place  at  the  Final  Meeting. 


BARKING  :  Co-op  Hall,  Longbridge  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 
BARKINGSIDE  :  L.C.S.  Political  Offices,  5,  Mildmay  Parade,  Wednesday, 
April  27. 

BECONTREE  :  Co-op  Hall,  110,  Becontree  Avenue,  Wednesday,  April  27. 
BETHNAL  GREEN  :  Old  Council  Chamber,  Cambridge  Heath  Road, 

Wednesday,  April  27. 

BRENTWOOD  :  Co-op  Hall,  Kings  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 

CANVEY  :  Co-op  Hall,  Furtherwick  Parade,  Thursday,  April  28. 

CHADWELL  HEATH  :  Co-op.  Hall,  Whalebone  Lane,  Thursday,  April  28. 
CHIGWELL  :  Community  Centre,  Manford  Way,  Monday,  April  25. 

EAST  HAM  :  L.C.S.  Cale,  1,  High  Street  North,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

EPPING  :  Co-op  Hall,  High  Street,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

HARLOW  :  Tenants’  Common  Room,  Glebelands,  Monday,  April  25. 
HAROLD  HILL  :  Waverley  Hall,  Straight  Road,  Monday,  April  25. 

ILFORD  :  Co-op  Hall,  203,  Ilford  Lane,  Thursday,  April  28. 

LEYTON  :  Town  Hall  — Room  9,  High  Road,  E.  10,  Thursday,  April  28. 
PLAISTOW  :  Co-op  Hall,  55,  High  Street,  Thursday,  April  28. 

RAYLEIGH  :  Co-op  Hall,  5,  Love  Lane,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

ROMFORD  :  Co-op  Club,  Brooklands  Lane,  Thursday,  April  28. 

SOUTHEND  :  Co-op  Hall,  125,  Southchurch  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 
WALTHAMSTOW  :  Co-op  Hall,  5a/7a,  Hoe  Street,  Tuesday,  April  26. 


BOREHAM  WOOD  :  Summerswood  School,  Furzehill  Road,  Monday,  April  25. 
BURNT  OAK  :  Labour  Hall,  Back  Lane,  Edgwarc,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

EAST  FINCHLEY  :  Library  Lecture  Hall,  High  Road,  N.  2,  Thursday.  April  28. 
EDMONTON  :  Maton  Hall,  Hertford  Road,  Thursday,  April  28. 

HACKNEY  :  Old  Gravel  Pit  Hall,  Valette  Street,  Tuesday,  April  26. 
HAMPSTEAD  WEST  :  Lymington  Hall,  158a,  West  End  Lane,  N.W.  6, 
Tuesday,  April  26. 

HOLLOWAY  :  Co-op  Hall,  129,  Seven  Sisters  Road,  Thursday,  April  28. 
HORNSEY  :  Christchurch  Social  Club,  Edison  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 

OLD  SOUTHGATE  :  St.  Andrew’s  School  Hall,  Chase  Side,  N.  14,  Monday, 
April  25. 

TOTTENHAM  :  New  Trades  Hall,  7,  Bruce  Grove,  Wednesday,  April  27. 


ACTON  :  Co-op  Hall,  Western  Avenue,  Thursday,  April  28. 

BATTERSEA  :  Queensway  Hall,  Queenstown  Road,  S.W.  11,  Thursday, 

April  28. 

FULHAM  :  Co-op  Hall,  Dawes  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 

GREENFORD  :  Co-op  Hall,  458,  Greenford  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 
HOUNSLOW  :  Co-op  Hall,  35,  Bath  Road,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

KENSAL  RISE  :  Co-op  Hall,  21/23,  Station  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 
KINGSTON  :  Co-op  Hall,  177,  King’s  Road,  Wednesday,  April  27. 
MARYLEBONE  :  People’s  Hall,  28,  Bell  Street,  Thursday,  April  28. 
MOLESEY  EAST  :  Co-op  Hall,  133/5,  Walton  Road,  Tuesday,  April  26. 
SOUTHALL  :  Co-op  Hall,  2/4,  King  Street,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

UXBRIDGE  ;  Co-op  Hall,  Windsor  Street,  Wednesday,  April  27. 

WEMBLEY  :  Labour  Hall,  Union  Road,  Tuesday,  April  26. 

WILLESDEN  :  Co-op  Hall,  High  Road,  Thursday,  April  28. 


The  Final  Meeting  will  be  held  at  the  C.W.S.  Assembly  Rooms,  99,  Leman  Street,  E.  1,  on 
Monday,  2nd  May,  1955,  at  7-30  p.m.  You  can  only  attend  this  Final  Meeting  if  you  have 
not  attended  one  of  the  area  meetings  listed  above.  Again  admission  is  only  upon  presentation 
of  your  Share  Pass  Book. 
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